ouse Training & Crate Training Guide

Crate Training
We recommend that you crate train your puppy whether or not you plan on using the crate on a daily basis. It is a good idea to kennel your puppy whenever you are unable to watch your puppy, especially while you’re at work or at night while you are sleeping. Even if you don’t plan on using the kennel, it’s much easier to train them to use a kennel at this age. To make the kennel more appealing, follow these rules.

1. The kennel needs to be in a safe place. Preferably a place you spend a lot of 

time in. Always leave the door open so your puppy can go in and out as it pleases.

2. Never use the kennel as a punishment or you will instill in your puppies mind 

that it is not a good place to hang out.

3. You can put your puppy’s meals in the kennel. If at first your puppy won’t go

in, you can start by putting the food at the front door. Eventually I would like the meal to be all the way towards the back of the kennel. DO NOT shut the door! We are not trying to trick them.

4. Whenever your puppy goes in the kennel they should be rewarded with a treat.

5. Practice: (teaching your puppy how to be alone is very important) 

· Have your puppy go into the kennel and give them a treat (maybe even a stuffed kong).

· Shut the door and stay near the kennel. Do not talk to your puppy or make eye contact with them. Wait a couple minutes and then let them out.

· DO NOT let your puppy out of its kennel while its crying. This teaches them that being vocal can be rewarded with getting out. 

· Don’t feel bad about putting your puppy in a kennel. Parents use this same technique when they put children in playpens and cribs.

6. It’s important to NEVER reward for coming out of the kennel. All good 

things come for only going into the kennel.

7. If your puppy is pooping and peeing in the kennel, ask yourself if your puppy 

has to much room in the kennel to have a separate potty spot.

When you are preparing to leave, do not make a big deal about leaving the house or returning home. Avoid talking in a high pitch voice. Wait for your puppy to calm down and than ask for a Sit. At first this may take a while but eventually, with practice, your puppy will calm itself down quickly. This is the same thing you would practice when going from room to room in your home while your puppy follows you and cries. 

House Training

Follow these guidelines to help you through this tuff task.

1. Prevent accidents: If your puppy starts to sniff around, get them outside. If you cant 

keep a direct eye on them, then confine them or use baby gates and closed doors.

2. Always take outside after eating, playing and sleeping.

3. Withhold ALL attention (including eye contact and talking) until your puppy goes potty. After they go potty (immediately on the grass) reward with a treat and a couple minutes of playtime. Do NOT give a treat for coming back inside as they learn to associate the act of coming inside with getting a treat whether or not they did the job outside.

4. Always physically take your puppy outside so you can witness them going. If they did not go, then they should be confined or very closely monitored.

5.  Teach a phrase. Wait until your puppy starts to urinate and as they are going say your phrase (“Go Potty”). Repeat every time they urinate.

6. If your puppy does have an accident: 

- Do not get mad! The accident already happened and there is no way to rewind.

      - Never punish! This will only make them afraid of you and they will learn to sneak 

         away and urinate in hiding.

      - If you did not catch them in the act, then all you can do is blame yourself!

      - If you do catch them in the act, clap one time and get them outside. If they continue 

        outside, reward with several treats.

7. When cleaning soiled areas: Do not use products with ammonia, vinegar or bleach. 

Find a cleaner that has “enzymes” in it (Natures Miracle works great).

8. Your puppy can go longer without frequent breaks at night because they are not as 

Active. If you are taking your puppy out in the middle of the night, gradually push back your time. For example, If your taking your puppy out at 1:00 am, push it back to 1:15am. Do this for a couple nights and then push back to 1:30. The goal is to take your puppy outside before it starts to cry. If your puppy has an accident, it means you jumped a 15 increment to quick. Back step. 

9.  Some people find that hanging bells from the door you exit out of is very helpful. You    

     ring the bell as you take your puppy outside. Eventually your puppy makes the 

     connection with ringing bells and going outside. If you have a puppy that’s fearful of 

     noises, this would not be something that we recommend. 

10. We recommend that you do not train with potty pads. It is incredibly difficult to make   

     the transition to the outdoors. 
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