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There are two different types of markers. The first and easiest one to use is the “Clicker”.
A clicker is an acoustic device that makes a sharp “click” sound. The point of the clicker is to mark the exact behavior you were looking for. The clicker itself is a “marker” that tells your dog that the reinforcement (treat) is coming next. 

There are other types of “markers” that could be used, such as verbal markers. Verbal markers are a single spoken word. An example of a good marker word would be “Yes”. The word itself should not be spoken in your everyday vocabulary. However, using words gives your dog another opportunity to tune your voice out. It also can confuse your dog when you are talking while it’s trying to think.
The sound of the clicker is so unique because it is unlike any sound your dog hears. The click itself is processed in a different part of the brain then our words. The click goes to the instinctive, reflexive part of the brain called the Amygdala, instead of the thinking part of the brain known as the Cortex. Dogs learn 45 % faster when new behaviors are initially trained with a clicker, rather then the use of a verbal marker.  

When training, sessions need to be short and you must have a high valued reward. Your dog has to want the reward. Some good treat ideas are cereal, popcorn, chicken, cubed ham, goldfish crackers, canned cheese, peanut butter, hot dogs, cheerios, fruits or veggies. The treat must be very little in size. However, treats should not take up more than 10 % of your dog’s diet. If you are doing a lot of training, back down on the amount you feed at meal time. A good reward can also be a favorite toy or bone. 
Check out this video for more help! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCpLLeYXcT8
This handout is provided by Nicole from the MN Valley Pet Hospital









Clicker Training





A clicker is a form of a marker. Training with markers is a way of openly communicating with your dog through Operant Conditioning. Think of it as a bridge.  Since we do not speak dog, we can use our marker to let our dog know that something good is coming. Behaviors need to be marked the very second they occur. If you miss it, you will confuse your dog on which behavior you are looking for. Marking the behavior reinforces the behavior which increases the frequency. The marker tells your dog, “That’s it” and a treat is coming. Using markers is the best way to train. 








